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ABSTRACT 

This article examines the importance of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) 

in preparing students for professional communication. It discusses how needs 

analysis, authentic materials, and practical activities help learners develop language 

skills relevant to their future occupations. The article also considers the benefits and 

challenges of implementing ESP in vocational education, emphasizing the 

importance of relevant content, learner motivation, and cooperation between 

language and subject teachers. 
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АННОТАЦИЯ 

В статье рассматривается значение английского языка для специальных 

целей (ESP) в подготовке учащихся к профессиональному общению. 

Анализируется роль анализа потребностей, аутентичных материалов и 

практических заданий в развитии языковых навыков, необходимых для 

будущей профессии. Также рассматриваются преимущества и трудности 

внедрения ESP в профессиональном образовании, включая повышение 

мотивации и сотрудничество преподавателей английского языка и 

специальных дисциплин. 

Ключевые слова: английский язык для специальных целей, 

профессионально ориентированный английский, анализ потребностей, 

аутентичные материалы, профессиональное образование, мотивация. 

INTRODUCTION 
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English is widely used in professions such as engineering, medicine, tourism, 

information technology, and agriculture. However, students who study general 

English may still experience difficulties reading technical instructions, writing 

professional emails, or communicating with foreign colleagues. This gap between 

classroom learning and workplace requirements highlights the importance of 

English for Specific Purposes (ESP). 

Unlike general English courses, ESP begins with learners' professional needs 

and identifies the language skills required in particular situations. The purpose of 

this article is to examine the main principles of ESP, its benefits for vocational 

learners, and the challenges teachers face when implementing this approach. 

METHODOLOGY 

The study employs a qualitative approach based on a review of key ESP 

literature and a comparison of general English and ESP teaching. The analysis 

focuses on course objectives, learning materials, teaching activities, and assessment. 

It also considers the practical context of vocational education, where students learn 

English alongside their professional subjects. The study is descriptive and does not 

rely on statistical data. 

DISCUSSION AND RESULTS 

The analysis highlights several important advantages of the ESP approach. 

First, it makes learning relevant to students' future occupations. Tourism students 

may practise welcoming visitors and handling complaints, while IT students may 

learn to interpret error messages and write technical requests. Such activities connect 

language learning with real professional tasks. 

Second, ESP can increase learner motivation. When students understand how 

English relates to their future employment, they may participate more actively and 

recognize the practical value of their studies. This is particularly important in 

vocational institutions, where learners often have limited classroom hours.  

Another important feature is the use of authentic materials, including technical 

manuals, safety notices, product descriptions, job advertisements, and workplace 
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emails. These resources introduce students to the vocabulary, genres, and 

communication patterns used in their professional fields. 

ESP also helps teachers prioritize essential language skills when teaching time 

is limited. However, the approach presents challenges because suitable materials 

may be unavailable, particularly for local vocational contexts. Teachers therefore 

often need to adapt existing resources or develop their own activities.  

The effectiveness of ESP depends on careful needs analysis. Teachers must 

identify what learners can currently do in English and what they will need to 

accomplish in their future workplaces. Cooperation with teachers of specialist 

subjects can help ensure that course content reflects authentic professional 

requirements. 

At the same time, ESP should not completely replace general English. 

Learners still need basic grammar, common vocabulary, and transferable 

communication skills. An overly narrow course may limit their ability to 

communicate beyond a fixed set of professional expressions. Balancing general 

language development with occupation-specific tasks is therefore essential. 

CONCLUSION 

The ESP approach connects English teaching with learners' professional needs 

and future workplace responsibilities. Through needs analysis, authentic materials, 

and practical communication tasks, it can make lessons more relevant and support 

the development of occupational language skills. Nevertheless, successful 

implementation requires careful planning, suitable resources, and cooperation 

between language and subject teachers. By balancing general English foundations 

with specific professional objectives, vocational institutions can better prepare 

students for effective communication in their chosen fields. 
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