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Annotation: This study explores the interplay of philosophy and fantasy in
the literary works of William Golding, a prominent representative of twentieth-
century English literature. It examines how imaginative narratives, symbolic
imagery, allegorical structures, and unconventional narrative techniques contribute
to the expression of philosophical ideas concerning human nature, morality,
freedom, consciousness, and civilization. Particular attention is given to Lord of the
Flies, The Inheritors, Pincher Martin, and The Spire, which illustrate Golding’s
sustained interest in the contradictions of human existence and the relationship
between individual behaviour and social order. The research investigates how the
author employs imaginative settings and symbolic representations to explore the
nature of good and evil, the limitations of rationality, the consequences of ambition,
and the fragility of moral values. Using analytical, comparative, descriptive, and
interpretative methods, the study demonstrates that fantasy and imaginative
elements in Golding’s fiction serve not merely as artistic devices but also as
instruments of philosophical inquiry. The findings contribute to a deeper
understanding of Golding’s literary vision and highlight the significance of the
relationship between philosophical reflection and imaginative representation in
modern English literature.

Keywords: William Golding, philosophy, fantasy, English literature, human
nature, philosophical fiction, symbolism, allegory, morality, good and evil,
civilization, savagery, consciousness, existentialism, imaginative narrative.
UILYAM GOLDING IJODIDA FALSAFA VA FANTAZIYA UYG‘UNLIGI
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu tadgigot XX asr ingliz adabiyotining taniqgli
namoyandalaridan biri Uilyam Goldingning badiiy asarlarida falsafa va fantaziya
uyg‘unligini o‘rganishga bag‘ishlangan. Unda inson tabiati, axloq, erkinlik, ong va
sivilizatsiya bilan bog‘liq falsafiy g‘oyalarni ifodalashda xayoliy voqealar, ramziy
obrazlar, allegorik tuzilmalar va o‘ziga xos bayon usullarining o‘rni tahlil qilinadi.
Tadgigotda, aynigsa, Goldingning Pashshalar hukmdori, Merosxo ‘rlar, Pincher
Martin va Shpil romanlariga alohida e’tibor qaratiladi. Mazkur asarlar yozuvchining
inson mavjudligidagi ziddiyatlar hamda shaxs xulg-atvori va ijtimoiy tartib
o‘rtasidagi munosabatlarga bo‘lgan qiziqishini namoyon etadi. Tadqgiqotda
muallifning ezgulik va yovuzlik mohiyati, ratsional tafakkurning chegaralari,
shuhratparastlik ogibatlari va axlogiy qadriyatlarning beqgarorligini yoritishda
xayoliy makonlar hamda ramziy tasvirlardan foydalanishi o‘rganiladi. Tahliliy,
giyosiy, tavsifiy va talgin metodlari asosida Golding ijodidagi fantaziya va xayoliy
unsurlar shunchaki badiiy vosita bo‘lib qolmay, balki falsafiy mushohada yuritish
vositasi sifatida ham xizmat qilishi asoslanadi. Tadgiqot natijalari Goldingning
badiiy tafakkurini chuqurrog anglashga hamda zamonaviy ingliz adabiyotida
falsafiy mushohada va badiiy tasavvur o‘rtasidagi munosabatlarning ahamiyatini
ochib berishga xizmat giladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Uilyam Golding, falsafa, fantaziya, ingliz adabiyoti, inson
tabiati, falsafiy nasr, ramziylik, allegoriya, axloqg, ezgulik va yovuzlik, sivilizatsiya,
vahshiylik, ong, ekzistensializm, xayoliy bayon.

B3AUMOJIEVICTBUE ®NJTOCOPUN U PAHTACTUKHU B
JIUTEPATYPHOM TBOPUYECTBE YUJIBAMA I'OJI/IUHT A
JanaxoHoBa MoXuHYp AKpPaMi:KOH KH3HU
Y4dureab aHIJINICKOro A3bika IKOJbI Ne 20 Humanckuii paiioH,
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AHHOTaLUA: Jannoe HCCJIEIOBAaHUE MOCBSIIEHO U3Y4YEHUIO
B3auMozeicTBus Gpunocodun U GaHTACTHKU B MPOU3BeIeHUIX Y WibsiMa ["onaunra,
OJTHOT'O0 M3 HauboJjiee U3BECTHBIX MpEICTaBUTEIEH aHTIUNUCKON nuTeparypbl XX
Beka. B pabore paccmaTpuBaercs posib BOOOpakaeMbIX CIOKETOB, CHMBOJIMYECKHUX
00pa3oB, aJJIETOPUYECKUX CTPYKTYp M OPUTHHAIBHBIX ITOBECTBOBATEIbHBIX
NpuEMOB B BBIPpAXKEHUU (PUIOCOPCKUX UAECH, CBSA3AHHBIX C YEIOBEYECKOU
MPUPOJION, MOpalibl0, CBOOOI0M, co3HaHUEeM U LuBuiu3anueid. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE
yaensercs pomaHaMm ['onaunra «IloBemurens mMyx», «Hacnennukwm», «lIuHuep
Maptua» wn «llnune», oTpaxkaroUM YCTOMYMBBIM HMHTEpEC NHcaTens K
MPOTUBOPEUUSIM YEJIOBEUECKOr0 CYIIECTBOBAHMS W B3aUMOOTHOILICHUSIM MEXKIY
MOBEJEHUEM JIMYHOCTM U OOIIECTBEHHBIM mopsakoM. B  wuccienoBanuu
aHAJM3UPYETCS UCIOJIb30BAHKE aBTOPOM  BOOOpakaeMbIX IMPOCTPAHCTB U
CUMBOJIMYECKUX 00pa30B JJIsl PACKPBITUS CYITHOCTH A00pa U 3J71a, OTPaHUYEHHOCTH
paIlMOHATBLHOTO MBIIIJICHUS, TOCJICICTBUI YeCTONIOOU H HEYCTOMYMBOCTH
HPaBCTBEHHBIX I€EHHOCTEH. Ha OCHOBE aHAMTUTHUYECKOrO, CpPaBHUTEIBHOIO,
ONMHCATEIHLHOTO U MHTEPIPETAIIMOHHOTO METOJIOB TTOKa3aHo, YTO (h)aHTACTUICCKHE
U BoOOpakaeMbI€ 2JIEMEHTHI B MPOU3BECHUIX [ 0IIuHTa BHICTYIIAIOT HE TOJIBKO B
KayeCcTBE XYJIO)KECTBEHHBIX CPEACTB, HO M KaK WHCTPYMEHTHI (uiocodckoro
OCMBICIICHHUSI ICHCTBUTEIILHOCTH. Pe3ynbTaThl HCClieIOBaHUS CITIOCOOCTBYIOT Oojiee
rIyOOKOMY TOHHMMaHHUIO XYJAO0KECTBEHHOIO MHUPOBO33peHHst [onguHra wu
pacKpbIBalOT  3HAYUMOCTh  B3aMMOCBA3UM  (uiocopckoil  peduexcun  u
XYJI0’KECTBEHHOTO BOOOPaKEHUSI B COBPEMEHHOM aHTIIMHCKOM TuTeparype.

Kuarouesbie ciioBa: YuibsaMm ['onaunr, punocodusi, paHTacTUKa, aHTTIUHACKas
JUTepaTypa, yesroBedeckas npupoaa, punocodcekas npo3a, CAMBOIN3M, AJIETOPHS,
MoOpasib, A00pPO W 3710, LMBUJIM3AIMUSA, JUKOCTh, CO3HAHUE, 3K3UCTEHIUAIU3M,
BOOOpa)kaemMoe MOBECTBOBAHHUE.

Literature has always served as an important medium for exploring the
fundamental questions of human existence, including the nature of reality, morality,

freedom, identity, and the relationship between individuals and society. Throughout
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literary history, writers have employed imaginative narratives, symbolic imagery,
allegorical structures, and extraordinary fictional situations to investigate
philosophical problems that cannot always be explained through ordinary
descriptions of human experience. The relationship between philosophy and fantasy
Is particularly significant because both disciplines seek to explore possibilities
beyond immediate reality. While philosophy examines the fundamental principles
of existence through critical reasoning and conceptual analysis, fantasy enables
writers to represent abstract ideas through imaginative worlds, symbolic characters,
and extraordinary events. The interaction between these two dimensions creates
opportunities for profound reflections on human nature, social organization, moral
responsibility, and the meaning of life. William Golding, one of the most influential
British novelists of the twentieth century, occupies a distinctive position in this
literary and philosophical tradition. His novels explore the contradictions of human
existence and question the assumption that civilization, education, and intellectual
development necessarily lead to moral improvement. Golding's literary imagination
Is characterized by a persistent interest in the relationship between human instincts
and social conventions, individual freedom and collective responsibility, rationality
and irrationality, as well as good and evil. Through imaginative situations and
complex symbolic structures, he investigates the forces that shape human behaviour
and examines the fragility of moral principles when individuals confront fear,
ambition, violence, and uncertainty.

Golding's literary works demonstrate that philosophical inquiry can be
integrated into fictional narratives without reducing literature to abstract theoretical
discussion. His novels create situations in which characters are forced to confront
fundamental questions about their identities, beliefs, desires, and responsibilities.
Through these experiences, the author reveals the limitations of human knowledge
and the complexity of ethical judgment. His imaginative narratives therefore
function as literary explorations of philosophical problems, allowing readers to

examine human existence from psychological, moral, social, and existential
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perspectives. The interplay of philosophy and fantasy in Golding's works is
particularly evident in his use of symbolic settings, mythological patterns,
allegorical characters, and extraordinary narrative circumstances. Although his
fiction is not uniformly classified as fantasy in the strict generic sense, many of his
novels incorporate imaginative, mythic, and allegorical elements that extend beyond
straightforward realism. These elements enable Golding to construct fictional
situations in which the fundamental assumptions of human civilization can be
questioned and the hidden dimensions of human consciousness can be revealed.
Fantasy and imaginative representation thus function not merely as decorative
literary devices but as significant instruments of philosophical investigation.

One of the clearest examples of this relationship is Lord of the Flies. The novel
presents a group of schoolboys isolated on a deserted island after a plane crash.
Separated from adult authority and established social institutions, the boys attempt
to construct their own system of organization. However, their initial commitment to
cooperation gradually gives way to rivalry, fear, violence, and the pursuit of power.
The island becomes a symbolic environment in which the relationship between
civilization and savagery is examined under unusual circumstances. The
philosophical significance of Lord of the Flies lies in its investigation of the moral
foundations of society. Through the contrasting characters of Ralph, Jack, Piggy,
and Simon, Golding explores different dimensions of human behaviour and ethical
consciousness. Ralph represents the effort to preserve collective order and
democratic decision-making, while Jack increasingly embodies domination,
aggression, and the attraction of unrestricted power. Piggy emphasizes reason,
practical knowledge, and the importance of social rules, whereas Simon develops a
deeper understanding of the psychological origins of the boys' fear. Their conflicts
illustrate the tension between rational organization and destructive impulses.
Fantasy-like and allegorical elements intensify these philosophical concerns. The
island provides an isolated environment in which ordinary social restrictions are

weakened, while the mysterious beast becomes a powerful symbol of fear and the
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destructive potential within human beings. The conch shell, initially associated with
order, dialogue, and legitimate authority, gradually loses its influence as violence
becomes normalized. Through such symbols, Golding transforms a fictional
adventure into a philosophical examination of morality, power, collective
psychology, and the vulnerability of civilization. Another important work is The
Inheritors, in which Golding uses an imaginative representation of prehistoric
existence to investigate the relationship between consciousness, violence, and
human development. The narrative challenges simplified interpretations of progress
by presenting the encounter between different forms of human existence and
perception. The novel raises questions about whether intellectual development and
technological advancement necessarily produce ethical superiority. Through its
unusual narrative perspective and imaginative reconstruction of the past, Golding
questions the tendency to equate historical progress with moral improvement.

In Pincher Martin, the relationship between philosophy and imaginative
narrative becomes evident through the exploration of consciousness, survival,
identity, and existential isolation. The protagonist's struggle reveals the complexity
of individual perception and the desire to preserve the self in the face of apparent
destruction. The novel invites readers to question the boundaries between subjective
experience and external reality. Its psychological intensity and narrative ambiguity
create opportunities for examining existential questions concerning mortality, self-
awareness, and the limitations of human autonomy. Similarly, The Spire explores
the relationship between ambition, religious aspiration, authority, and moral
responsibility. The construction of a cathedral spire becomes a symbolic
representation of the human desire to transcend ordinary limitations and achieve
something extraordinary. Nevertheless, the protagonist's determination to realize his
vision also reveals the destructive consequences of excessive ambition and the
neglect of other people's needs. Through this conflict, Golding questions whether
the pursuit of an ideal can justify morally questionable actions and demonstrates the

importance of examining the ethical consequences of personal aspirations.
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Across these works, philosophy and imaginative representation interact to
produce a multidimensional understanding of human existence. Golding does not
present human beings as entirely good or entirely evil. Instead, his characters
embody conflicting impulses and uncertain moral positions. Their behaviour is
shaped by personal desires, psychological fears, social circumstances, and individual
decisions. This complexity prevents the novels from offering simple moral
conclusions and encourages readers to engage critically with the philosophical
problems embedded in the narratives. The relationship between philosophy and
fantasy in Golding's literary works can be examined through several theoretical
perspectives. Philosophical anthropology provides a framework for investigating the
fundamental characteristics of human existence and the relationship between
instinct, reason, and social behaviour. Moral philosophy supports the analysis of
ethical choice, guilt, responsibility, and the distinction between good and evil.
Existentialist thought offers insights into freedom, consciousness, isolation, and the
search for meaning. Literary theories of symbolism and allegory, meanwhile, help
explain how abstract philosophical concepts are transformed into concrete narrative
images and fictional situations. The relevance of this research is determined by the
continuing importance of philosophical questions concerning human behaviour and
social organization. Contemporary societies continue to confront problems
associated with violence, intolerance, manipulation, the misuse of power, and the
conflict between individual interests and collective responsibility. Golding's fiction
remains significant because it encourages readers to question the assumption that
social progress automatically produces moral maturity. His works emphasize the
necessity of self-awareness, critical reflection, empathy, and ethical responsibility in
the preservation of human dignity and social order.

Furthermore, examining the interplay of philosophy and fantasy contributes
to a broader understanding of the intellectual possibilities of imaginative literature.
Fictional worlds can function as conceptual spaces in which established beliefs are

challenged and alternative interpretations of human existence are explored.
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Golding's novels demonstrate how literary imagination can reveal psychological and
ethical realities that may remain hidden within conventional representations of
everyday life. The philosophical dimensions of his fiction therefore deserve
sustained attention in the study of modern English literature.

The study of the interplay between philosophy and fantasy in William
Golding's literary works demonstrates that imaginative literature can serve as a
powerful medium for exploring fundamental questions of human existence. Through
symbolic narratives, allegorical structures, complex characters, and unusual fictional
situations, Golding investigates the relationship between human nature, morality,
consciousness, freedom, power, and civilization. His works reveal that philosophical
ideas become particularly compelling when they are embodied in literary
experiences that challenge readers to reconsider their assumptions about human
behaviour and the moral foundations of society.

The analysis establishes that one of the central characteristics of Golding's
literary imagination is the integration of philosophical reflection with imaginative
representation. Rather than presenting philosophical arguments through direct
theoretical explanation, the author constructs fictional situations in which ethical and
existential problems emerge through the actions, conflicts, and experiences of his
characters. His novels therefore demonstrate that imaginative writing can
communicate complex ideas through narrative form, symbolism, atmosphere, and
ambiguity. The examination of Lord of the Flies reveals the importance of the
conflict between civilization and savagery in Golding's philosophical vision. The
gradual breakdown of social order among the boys demonstrates how fear, rivalry,
and the desire for power can undermine collective responsibility and rational
decision-making. The island functions as a symbolic environment in which the
fragility of civilized behaviour becomes visible. The beast, the conch shell, and the
contrasting behaviour of the main characters contribute to the novel's exploration of
the relationship between external social structures and internal psychological

impulses. Through these elements, Golding suggests that the preservation of
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civilization requires more than rules and institutions; it also depends on moral
awareness, self-control, and respect for others. The analysis of The Inheritors
demonstrates that Golding's imaginative reconstruction of prehistoric existence
challenges conventional assumptions about human progress. The novel raises
questions about the relationship between intellectual development, technological
advancement, and ethical responsibility. It suggests that the ability to adapt,
dominate, and transform the environment does not necessarily indicate moral
superiority. Through its distinctive narrative perspective, the work also emphasizes
the importance of examining different forms of consciousness and understanding the
consequences of human actions.

The discussion of Pincher Martin highlights the relationship between
Imagination, consciousness, identity, and existential isolation. The protagonist's
struggle for survival creates an ambiguous narrative environment in which
perception and reality become difficult to distinguish. This uncertainty encourages
reflection on the limitations of human knowledge and the psychological complexity
of self-preservation. The novel demonstrates how imaginative narrative techniques
can represent philosophical problems concerning existence, mortality, and the
individual's desire to maintain a coherent identity. In The Spire, the interaction
between philosophical ideas and symbolic representation is expressed through the
relationship between ambition, religious aspiration, power, and responsibility. The
spire becomes a symbol of the human desire to transcend ordinary limitations and
achieve an exceptional goal. However, the protagonist's pursuit of his vision reveals
the dangers of allowing ambition to override ethical considerations. The novel
suggests that the value of an achievement cannot be assessed independently of the
means through which it is accomplished or the consequences it produces for other
people.

A significant conclusion of the research is that Golding's literary works
present human nature as complex, contradictory, and influenced by multiple forces.

His characters possess the capacity for reason, compassion, cooperation, and self-
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reflection, but they are also vulnerable to fear, aggression, domination, and self-
deception. These competing possibilities prevent human behaviour from being
explained through a simple opposition between good and evil. Instead, Golding
emphasizes the importance of examining the circumstances in which individuals
make moral decisions and the extent to which they accept responsibility for their
actions. The study further demonstrates that fantasy-like, mythological, and
allegorical elements perform essential philosophical functions in Golding's fiction.
Imaginative settings isolate particular aspects of human experience, while symbolic
objects and characters communicate meanings that extend beyond the immediate
narrative. Allegory enables the author to examine social and ethical problems
through fictional situations, and narrative ambiguity encourages readers to consider
competing interpretations of reality. These techniques establish a productive
relationship between literary imagination and philosophical inquiry. Another
important finding concerns the relationship between individual behaviour and
collective organization. Golding's novels demonstrate that social structures can
influence moral judgment, but they cannot entirely eliminate the individual's
responsibility for personal decisions. Fear, conformity, and the pursuit of authority
may encourage destructive actions, particularly when individuals abandon
independent judgment. At the same time, the possibility of ethical reflection remains
essential to the author's understanding of human existence. The interaction between
personal choice and social influence is therefore central to the philosophical meaning
of his fiction.
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